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Tour of duty - Afghanistan

Twomembersof theLa. Counter Drug Task
Force returned to their task force assignments
after a lengthy deployment to the Middle East.
Chief Master Sgt. John Harris and Master Sgt.
Perry Jackson, both members of the 122 ASOS
LouisianaAir National Guard, |eft thecomfort of
their livesand mobilized to help with the War on
Terror. They left the statesin January 2003 and
flew to Bagram AB in Afghanistan. Oncethere,
Jackson and Chief found lifeasthey knew it to be
drastically atered. Almostimmediately they were
forward deployed as terminal attack controller
supporting Army Special Forces- Alphateams.

Because Close Air Support wasthe popul ar
meansof firesupportintheater, weweretheones
telling the teams where to go and when to strike.
“Wewouldcall instrikes,” said Jackson, “ and cue
the team on where to move and when”. And

Chief Master Sgt. John Harriswith a member
of histeam, Jason, whileon dutyin Afghanistan

according to Jackson, that wasthe easy part. The
hard part wasruckingall of theequi pment around,
necessary todothejob. “Imaginecarryingat | east
oneradio, and in may cases two, spare batteries,
Infra-Red pointers, spotting scopes, laser range
finders, GPS equipment, aside arm, along rifle
with scopes, holographic sites, more IR pointers,
lights, and 400 rounds of ammo, a couple of
satellite antennas, a thermal imager, radar tran-
sponders, stobes, grenades, flares, food, and wa-
ter.” said Chief. “ Y ouget over 1001bs. real quick.
Lugthat aroundfor afew hoursat 10,000 ft going
up and down hills, and you'll wish you did that
little extra PT back home.”

To determine the next course of action, pa-
trols were necessary. “We were always doing
patrols, he said. “ Teamswould go out anywhere
from 10 to 100 miles to gather intelligence, de-
velop aplan, and then we would request the
overhead air support coverage for the mis-
sion.” Thesepatrolstook them up and down
isolated and desol ateterrain. “What | missed
most about the stateswere the paved roads,”
stated Jackson. “Over there the roads were
horrible. They had hugeruts, mud and holes.
Occasionally you would find a decent road.
For awhol e country to havetwo main roads,
you can imagine how bad the roads were.
Sometimesit would take us 3 hoursto go 30

miles.”

After alongbumpy day onthejob, they
would return to their living quarters, called
safehouses. Thesehousescouldbeanything
fromamud huttoamodern styled housewith
aconcretedriveway. “1f you could picturea
sguare made out of mud with walls 20-feet
high, thisiswhat my quarterswerelike,” said
Jackson. “ It was a mud compound with a
courtyard in the middle and rooms in each
corner.” “Where | was located, | worked
with an operation detachment, the smallest
teamlevel for Special Forces,” heexplained.
“Thegroupwasabout 12 guysthat | worked
with, at any giventime.” Next door to Jack-

sonwasanother compound afew hundred meters
away, the 82 Airborne, “so they had quiteafew
people around,” he said. And when it came to
chow, “The food wasn't that bad, helicopters
would bring us supplies and we would do the
cookingourselves.”

Theworst situationsoccurredwhenyouleast
expectedit. “Convoyswouldget ambushedall the
timeover there, andyouwerenever fully prepared
forit,” said Chief. The Forward Air Controllers,
in nearly every case, were the communications
link for the team, the coordination element with
theoperationscentersintherear, and theguy who
could deliver the heavy firepower when it was
needed. All inall, Jackson stated therewasnever
atime he didn’t feel like he was a target. “The
enemy would shoot rocketsat usall thetime,” he
explained. “ Sometimesthey would closewithina
few hundred metersduring thefirefight.” During
the firefights, the Forward Air Controllers were
alsotheoneswho calledinthe MEDEVAC heli-
coptersto remove the wounded. “Thiswas new
for us since it falls outside of the things we are
trained for back at home station.” said Chief. “|
definitely have a different viewpoint on how we
shouldbeconductingtrainingfromnow on. There
istheby-the-book way andtheway itisdoneinthe
real world. Weneedtoexpand our trainingfor the
rea world.”

And now that Jackson is back from histour
of duty, heisonceagainactively involvedwiththe
war on drugs. Heisassigned to the Slidell Police
Department. “Onething | hadto get usedto, since
being back, isnot being asactively involved with
whatever is going on,” said Jackson about his
workingwitharmed policeofficers.” | wasusedto
havingtwoloadedweaponsonmeat all times.” So
instead of him being the one protecting others,
now others are the ones protecting him. Chief’s
team is featured in a drug-related story in the
current Soldier of Fortune magazine, detailing
accounts about a combat mission turned drug
seizurethat occurred during hisdeployment.

story by Suzanne Chaillot



Chief Warrant Officer to retire

It'swhatweall work for, that twenty year retirement day. Onemember of the Counter Drug Task
Forceisgetting just that come June 1st. 2004. CW4 Steve Hoskins, A CDTF pilot since 1994,

has had an illustrious career in the military:

Indiana ANG/ 01/24/1975/ A Btry 3/139 FA / 13E/ Darlington,IN / Sgt

U.S. Army (Active) 03/06/1979/ HHB 214th FA Bde/ 13E/ Ft Sill,OK / Sgt
U.S. Army Flight School 09/1980 /WORWAC / Ft Rucker, AL / Sgt

U.S. Army (Active) 08/21/1981/ A Trp 7/17/ Cav/ 152B/ Ft Hood, TX / CW2
USAR 03/15/1984 / 300th Avn/ 152B/ Grand Prairie, TX / CW2

U.S. Army (Active) 10/26/1987 / B 1/14 Avn Reg/ 152BC/FtRucker,AL / CW2
Indiana ANG 12/01/1990/ A 2/138 Avn/ 152BC/ Shelbyville,IN / CW3

/ Det 1 256th / 152BC / Pineville, LA / CW3

DC ARNG 04/03/1993/ RAID / 152BC / Washington, DC/ CW3

LA ARNG 07/27/1994 / RAID / 152BC / New Orleans, LA / CW4

LA ARNG 08/1991

Retire 06/01/2004

That ain't paint

CROWLEY ---The smell of
fresh paint has led to the arrest
of two Georgia

His awards include the MSM, ARCOM (4), Ar Achievement, Army Good Conduct,
Reserve Comp Ach (5), Army Svc, National Def, Armed Fcs Res Mdl, LA

bngevity, LA
Good luck and congratul ations Mr. Hoskins.

Counterdrug, LA Cold War Victory, Master Army Aviator Badge.

Ecstacy stopped enroute

LAFAYETTE---A LouisanaState
Trooper stoppeda 2002 BMW, out
of Texas on Interstate-10, in St.
Martin Parish, for a traffic viola-
tion. The occupants of the BMW,
theregistered owner anddriver, and
a passenger, are both residents of
Texas. They clamedtobe traveling
from Houston to an undisclosed | o-

cation. A consensual search of the
vehiclereveaed 15,165 Ecstasy tab-
lets hidden in the trunk. The sub-
jects were arrested; the drugs and
vehicle wereseized. Staff Sgt. Leo
Davis and Sgt. Nintendo Do sup-
port the LSP Bureau of Narcotics
in Lafayette.

M arijuana, weapons, cash seized during search

HOUMA — Sheriff’s deputies
arrested two local men and recov-
ered more than $45,000 in mari-
juana, according to police reports.
Agents of the Terrebonne Parish
Narcotics Task Force made the ar-
rests and recovered the drugs after
executing a search warrant in
Houma. Each was charged with
possessionwiththeintenttodistrib-
ute marijuana, transactionsinvolv-
ing proceeds from a drug offense,
failure to possess a drug-tax stamp
and illegally carrying aweapon. A
Sheriff’s Office report says agents
recovered more than 30 pounds of
marijuana, a sawed-off shotgun, a

semi-automatichandgunand nearly
$4,000incash. Theestimated street
valueof thedrugsisabout $45,000.
The bulk of the suspected mari-
juana was allegedly found inside
the house. Authorities said most of
it was compressed into bricks. Po-
lice say agentsreceived consent to
search another home, where they
recoveredthreepoundsof themari-
juanaand the shotgun. Authorities
say theinvestigationisongoingand
additional arrests and charges are
anticipated. Tech Sgt. John Fos
supports the Terrebonne Parish
Narcotics Task Force.
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men on drug
charges.

It happened
Sunday during a
traffic stop on I-
10, when adeputy
with the Acadia
Parish Sheriff’'s
Officesmelled fresh paint coming
from the bed of apick-up truck. A
closer examination of the vehicle
reportedly led to the discovery of
13 kilos of cocaine.

Two men from Georgia have
been charged with possession of
cocaine with intent to distribute.
The cocaine has a street value of
nearly $350,000. Staff Sgt. Peter
L eger supportstheAcadiaParish
Sheriffs Office.

E—

M ark your calendar -

The annual CDTF
conference will be held
April 14-16 at theBaton
Rouge M arriott.

Exerciseyour writes
The monthly newsletter of the
LouisianaDrug Guardisaforumto
highlight the achievements of
members of the L ouisiana Counter
Drug Task Force. Send in your
stories, comments, drug reduction
activities, births, promotions and
anythingto sharewiththemembers
of thetask force. Contact Tech. Sgt.
Suzanne Chaillot at
Chaills@gchidta.org, or phone337-
262-6774, fax 337-262-6770




