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Guardsmen put L AV into action

NEW ORLEANS---ItwasJanuary 26,
when Sgt. 1st ClassMichael Plaiscia
receivedanurgent call tohelptheNew
OrleansPoliceDepartment.

They needed the La. National
Guard'slightarmoredvehicle(LAV)to
rescue a police captain who was in
danger of being shot by a21-year-old
man.

The suspect was pointing asemi-
automatichandgunat thecaptainandat
hisownheadand chest.

Two members of the National

Maj. Pete Schneider Counter Drug
coordinator accepts a plaque of
appreciation from Kathy Schulte, U.S.
Customs SAIC, and Doug Evans ASAIC, for
the continued support the La. National
Guard Counter Drug Task Forceprovidesto
theU.S. CustomsOfficeof I nvestigations. All
guardsmenattachedtotheRiver Interdiction
Team were also presented certificates of
achievement. Photo by Saff Sgt. Richard
Landry

Guard Counter Drug Task Forceoper-
ated and providedthearmored protec-
tion of the LAV to N.O.P.D. to at-
tempt to rescuetheir captain and end
thevolatilestand off.

Plaiscia, along with Senior Amn
David Schehar, headedtowardthelo-
cationonLakeshoreBlvdinNew Or-
leans.

Along with the guardsmen, two
negotiators, apolicelieutenantandone
SWAT member boarded the LAV.
Their missionwastorescuethecaptain
and setup sothat thenegotiatorscould
talk thesubjectintosurrendering.

With hatches locked the crew
movedtheL AV upandover thelevee
and headed toward the stranded cap-
tan.

Theofficer wasabletoclimbinto
thevehiclethroughtheback door with-
outincident.

The LAV wasthen positioned so
that thetwo negotiatorscouldreacha
peaceful settlementwiththearmed sub-
ject. Aftertwohoursof negotiatingthe
subject threw thehandgunintothelake
and surrendered to members of the
SWAT team. Plaiscia and Schehar
support the N.O.P.D.

Trailer houses large meth lab

ST. TAMMANY --- Law enforce-
ment officialssay they’ ve shut down
oneof thelargest druglabsintheSouth
with abust madein an Abita Springs
trailerhome.

Four people were arrested on
chargesof manufacturingand posses-
sionwithintent to distributethedrug
methamphetamineafter theraid.

Most of theitemsconfiscatedwere
things used to make the drug. They
included bagsof over-the-counter a -
lergy drugs, chemical flasks, burners,
scal es, chemistry booksand“ how to”

guideson producingthedrug.
Alsotakenweretwoouncesof the
homemadedrug, apolicescanner anda
bomb that police say was powerful
enoughtodestroy thedruglab.
Officialssaidthebombsareocca-
sionally used by people who operate
theillegal labssothat evidencecanbe
destroyed if the police scanner alerts
themtoapossibleraid.
Policesay all of thosearrested had
prior drugconvictionsinCalifornia.
Staff Sgt. Paul Tullier supports
St. Tammany PSO
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Jefferson Parish Teen Institute
participatesindrug preventionday

Lt. Donna Jones led 25 high
school studentsthroughatwo-partdrug
education/preventioninitiativeat Camp
VillereinJanuary.

Thefirginitiativewasafatal vison
obstaclecourse. Theparticipantshad
tothrow abasketball in garbagecan,
driveatricycleonthewhitelineand
catchcar keys

Fatal visiongogglessimulateim-
paired motor and cognitiveskillsasa

personwouldencounter under thein-
fluence.

Thesecondinitiativeinvolvedhav-
ingtheparticipantsgothroughthelow
element ropescourse. They learned
theimportanceof teamwork, |eader-
shipandcommunicationskills.

The high school students also
learnedtechniquestoredirect negative
peer pressure and enhance positive
peer pressure.

L ovefamily turnshugsintodrugs

ALEXANDRIA,La.(AP)_Afamilywith
the surname, Love, turned out to be a
major player in the Rapides Parish drug
world. Now eight members of the family
have been indicted and six of them ar-
rested, prosecutors say.
Atwo-yearinvestigationalleges
that between October 1995 and October
2000, Love family members made, pos-
sessed, and distributed cocaine; and pos-
sessed and conspired to distribute mari-
juana and four prescription painkillers:
oxycodone, dihydrocodeinone, a prazolam,

Saff Sgt. Belinda Medina accepts a token of
appreciation from Kathy Schulte, U.S.
Customs SAIC. Medina leaves the drug
programto accept a direct commission with
her unit. For several years, sheled theRiver
Interdiction Task Team. The photograph of
the New Orleans skyline includes a
personalizedinscription. Thisawardisonly
givenonavery select basisbytheUSCustoms
Service and she was honored to receive it.
She will also be presented with an Army
Commendation Medal at her unit from the
CDP Program. Photo by Saff Sgt. Richard
Landry

andcodeine.

It also dleges that the family
laundered money from drug sales. The
arrests and search warrants netted
$173,000 in cash, drugs with an esti-
mated street value of $150,000, jewelry,
firearms, and other items.

Theinvestigationwasconducted
by the Metro Narcotics Task Force,
whichincludesfive police departments,
the National Guard and parish deputies
and prosecutors. Sgt. 1st Class Yolanda
Neal, Staff Sgt. Joe Price and Spec.
William Dill support RapidesMNTF

DEFY visits state capitol

A mid-winter fieldtriptotheL ouisiana
StateCapitol for graduated of D.E.F.Y .took
place by members of the Drug Demand
Reduction program of the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard Counter Drug task Force.

The kids were given a tour of the
capitol and apresentation on the process of
policy and law making. They were aso
given ahistory lesson on the development
of Louisianaanditsinfluential leaders. The
D.E.F.Y.kidsendedtheir day by eating at a
popular restaurant and discussingtheir visit
to the capitol.

Staff Sgt. DebraWilliamsdidanexcel-
lent job organizing the outing and contin-
ues to ensure the mentoring phase offers
quality fieldtrips. Shewasassisted by Staff
Sgt Steven Haynes and Staff Sgt Lonnie
Cokerham from the 1084 Transportation
Company. Thanks goes to Capt. Dallas
Jonesfor hisparticipation. Submitted by Lt.
Donna Jones

Warrants

Mentioning

AgentswiththeSt. John Sheriff's
Office arrested a woman on 12
countsof fillingillegd prescriptions.
She was accused of taking her
son's script and adding illegal
scriptsfor herself. Spec.Darryl F.
Vizzini, Jr. supports St. John
Sheriff’sOffice

Kenner Narcotics Division
executed a search warrant that
resultedinthearrestsof twomen
for possession with intent to
distribute356 gramsof marijuana.
Senior Amn. Lanitra Reed
supportsKenner Police

Agents with the Acadia Parish
Sheriff'sOfficesweptthroughtheir
parishwithwarrantsthat netted 16
arrests. Earlierinthemonth, two
other warrants turned up 3 1/2
ounces of crack cocaine at one
location and 1/2 ounce of crack
cocaineat another. A mgjor string
of burglaries(approximately 12-
15) weresolvedutilizing confiden-
tial informantsthat gaveinforma-
tion to narcotics detectives that
was later transferred to criminal
investigationagents. Four people
werearrestedandthreetruckloads
of evidencewererecovered. Staff
Sgt. Peter Leger supports
AcadiaPSO

Thismonthly newd etterispublished
by the L ouisiana National Guard
Counterdrug Task Force. Sendall
submissionsto Tech. Sgt. Suzanne
Challlotat Shyobro@aol.comorfax
337-262-6647

Have a Happy Mardi Gras




