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12 facedrug-rdated chargesin Kentwood raid

By JM GARRETT, Daily Star Staff Writer

KENTWOOD - More than 50 law en-
forcement officers descended on
Kentwood Wednesday nighttomake12
drug related arrests.

One of the main targets was a
mobile home on 13th Street - the main
place of business for an alleged gang
known as the 13th Street Dog Pound
Gangsters, said a Tangipahoa Parish
Sheriff’sDeputy .

Menin handcuffsstood around
as5-galondrumfilledwithburningwood
to stay warm while being guarded by a
bevy of differently clad lawmen and
women, some armed with Colt
submachineguns.

According to officials,
Kentwood has only seen arisein drug
dealing and related crimes in the past
year or 0. Publiccomplaintshavepoured

intothe Sheriff'sofficeabout thealleged
drug dealing on the 13th Street corner.

Investigations of the alleged
Kentwood drug-dealing scenehasgone
onsince May, with undercover officers
making crack cocaine buys.

AspeopledrovenorthonInter-
state55, they couldn’thelp noticeall the
police cruisers parked at the state truck
weighingstation. "Wehadthemrendez-
vous there,” said TPSO Information
Officer Patti Giannoble. “All these po-
licecarsmight havescaredthe peopleof
Kentwood.”

Ten suspectswerearrestedina
mobile home on state Highway 1051.
Giannoblesaidthat TPSO officersfrom
regular patrol, theChase Team, thejuve-
niledivision, theK entwood, Hammond,
Amite and Ponchatoula police depart-

ments, the Tri-Parish Narcotics Task
Force, the Livingston Parish Sheriff’s
Office, the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency, the St. Tammany Sheriff’s
Office, the Louisiana National Guard
Counter Drug Task Force andLouisiana
probationand parol eofficersparticipated
intheraid.

As the raid progressed, the
Kentwood Police Station began to look
like Grand Central Station, as officers
brought insuspect after suspect for ques-
tioning and processing. Those arrested
onchargesweretaken afew at atimeto
the TangipahoaParishjail in Amite.

"Theinvestigationisstill ongo-
ing-absolutely,” Giannoblesaid.“We're
goingtokeepworkingtogether withthe
other agencies.” ©The Daily Star 2000
Staff Sgt. Ronald Mays supports
Hammond PD

Officer sshow spirit of Christmastochild victim

LAPLACE---When St. John the Baptist
Sheriff's deputies arrested a handful of
people running a methamphetamine
manufacturing lab in December, they
werealso abletobrighten the Christmas
of an 8-year-old girl who was in the
wrong place at the wrong time.

Thegirl wasinthehousevisiting
her father and grandmother when depu-

tiesarrived to make the bust.

Theofficersnoticed therewasonly
one present beneath the Christmastree,
so while somewere making the arrests,
others scrambled to find a few more
giftsfor the child. The deputies|ocated
gifts back at the Sheriff's office being
collected for needy children.

As the officer gave the giftsto the

young girl, she expressed her gratitude
and understanding of what was happen-
ing to her father and grandmother. She
told the officersthat the police were not
bad people and they had ajob to do too.

Inall, fivepeopleat thehousewere
accused of using achemical processto
make methamphetamine. Spc. Darryl
F. Vizzni, Jr. supports St. John the
Baptist S/O



State Highlights

A Christmasparty wasorganizedat
JacksonBarracksin December for
morethan 30 young graduates of
DEFY class2000. Refreshments
and gift certificatesweregivento
theyoungadultsby Staff Sgt. Debra
Williams, Staff Sgt. SteveHaynes,
andvolunteersfromthel-141 FA
BN. Lt. Donna Jones expressed
thankstoWilliamsand Haynesand
to all who made DEFY 2000 a
success. Angppreci aivethanksgoes
to Staff Sgt. Cockerhamfordriving
thebusforthepast DEFY events.

TheL ouisianaDrug Policy Board
will haveakey roleinoverseeingthe
executionof aneight milliondollar
Statel ncentiveGrant (SIB) received
by the Louisiana Department of
Health and Hospitals Office of
Addictive Disorders. M aj. Pete
Schneider will serve on the SIB
advisory board. Thegrantisfor new
andcomprehensivedrugprevention
strategiesthroughout Louisiana.

TheKenner NarcoticsDivisionexecuted
asearchwarrant at aresidenceinKenner.
Theresultwasthearrest of ajuvenilefor
possession with intent to distribute 527
pounds of marijuana. Senior Amn
L anitra Reed supports the Kenner Po-
lice Narcotics Section.

Congratul ationsto John
Sheltonfor hispromotion
toE7/Master Sergeant.
Shelton supportsState
PoliceSDN-BatonRouge
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Bogalusa gets assistance from
small town resource team

BATON ROUGE---A member of the
Counter Drug Task Forceassignedto
theGovernorsDrugPolicy Boardpaid
avigttothesmall townof Bogalusain
December.

Staff Sgt. Judith Merritt
analyzedthedrugthreatinBogalusa
and identified opportunities and re-
sourcesforimprovingthesituationas
part of an assistance team. Merritt
presented her findingsandrecommen-

dationsto thetown leadersat alunch
meetingseveral dayslater.

In January, thetown will re-
ceive a written packet with detailed
informationanddtrategiesthey canimple-
menttofightthedrug problem, aswell as
strategiesforimproving other areasthe
teamcovered. TheSmall TownAssis-
tance program is managed by the
Governor’ sOfficeof Rural Develop-
ment.

Guard team keepson truckin

NEW ORLEANS---A million
dollar X-ray truck for the
United StatesCustoms
Service madeitsfirst
successful search of atanker
by membersof theL ouisiana
National Guard Counter Drug
Task Force. Thistypeof
contai ner examinationona
tanker at the CESfacility in
New Orleansisruntotally by National Guard personnel. Staff Sgts.
Paul Dey and Jerry Young; Sgts. Alexander Griffith, Emmit
Brown,and John Carter; Spc, Greg Kiley and Senior Amn Jason
HornesupporttheContainer Examination Station for U.S. Customs

Largeorder lead agentstofunny business

NEW ORLEANS---When DEA
agentsinLasV egascontacted agents
inNew Orleansabout awoman pur-
chasing 240 cases of pseudoephe-
drineatalocal discountandwholesale
busi ness, they knew somethingdidn't
seemright. They knew thisdrugwas
oneof theprimary ingredientsinmanu-
facturingmethamphetamine At$1,200
per case, the3.8 milliondosageunits
of methamphetamineprecursor could
yield460 poundsof meth.

The Mobile Deployment Team

took thiscaseand discovered that the
owner of the wholesale business had
legitimately purchased over 32million
pillsof pseudoephedrineduringaone
year period.

Theowner pledguilty todistribu-
tionof alisted chemical withreasonto
believeitwouldbeutilizedtomanufac-
tureillegal narcotics. Theoperationwas
directly linked to four or fivelabsin
severa states. Sgt. ChrisTrenticosta
supportsthelL a. Mobile Deployment
Team and Staff Sgt. Kristi Moon
supports GCHIDTA



