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| nter states used as drug trafficking pipeline

Drug runners may think the interstate system is the path of least resistance when it comesto illegal
trafficking. Thatis, until theyenter theL ouisianainter statesystem. | n thepast fewweeksalone, Troopers
and deputies have seized impressive amounts of narcoticsand madenumerousarrests. Hereareafew

of recent interdictions:

St.MartinParish,61poundsmari-
juana, larrest - OnJanuary 5, aLouisi-
anaState Trooper conducted atraffic stopon
arental vehicle eastbound on Interstate 10,
near Breaux Bridge. Thedriver of thevehicle,
aresident of Edinburg, Texasclaimedtobeen
route to Pascagoula, Mississippi from
Edinburg. A consensual search of the ve-
hicle disclosed 61 pounds of marijuana,
wrapped in duct tape, packed insideluggage
in the trunk. The driver was arrested; the
marijuanaseized and thevehi cleimpounded.

East Baton RougeParish, 80pounds

marijuana, 1tractor/trailer,larrest

OnJanuary 7,2003, an East Baton Rouge
Parish Sheriff’s Deputy stopped a 1996
Freightliner truck at milemarker 7 eastbound
on Interstate 12, near Baton Rouge, for a
traffic violation. The driver and registered
owner of thetractor, aresidentsof Harlingen
and Combes, Texasclaimedtobeenrouteto
Homestead, Floridafrom Pharr, Texaswitha
load of limes. A consensual search of the
tractor/trailer disclosed 80 pounds of mari-
juana commingled with the cargo of limes.
Themarijuanaandtractor trailer wereseized.
East Baton RougeParish, 20grams
marijuana, 8 marijuana plants, 2

arrests - On January 16, 2003, an East
Baton Rouge Parish, a Louisiana Sheriff’s
Deputy stopped a2001 Dodge pickup truck
at milepost 9 eastbound on Highway 190,
near Baton Rouge, for atrafficviolation. The
driver and registered owner of the truck, a

resident of Denham Springs, Louisianaand
the passenger, aresident of Kilgore, Texas
claimed to be returning to Denham Springs
fromLakeCharles, Louisiana. Thedriver re-
fused a consensual search. A narcotics de-
tector canine alerted on the vehicle and a
subsequent search revealed 20 grams of
marijuanahiddeninsideaback pack belong-
ing to thedriver. The search also revealed a
largebox outfitted with growing material in-
cluding alight. Thebox contained eight live
marijuana plants. NCIC queries of the sub-
jectsindicated that the driver was afugitive
for sexual assault, from Texas, onachild. The
subjects were arrested; the marijuana was
seized and the vehicle impounded.
St.MartinParish,33poundsmari-
juana, 1vehicle, 1arrest - OnJanuary
22, 2003, a Louisiana State Trooper con-
ducted atraffic stoponal1996 Eagle Vision,
Oklahomaregistrationatmilemarker 117 east-
bound oninterstate 10, near Breaux Bridge,
Louisiana. The driver and registered owner
of the vehicle, a resident of Brownsville,
Texas, wouldnot disclosehistravel itinerary.
A consensual search of thevehicledisclosed
33 pounds of marijuana hidden in the gas
tank. He was arrested; the marijuana and
vehiclewereseized.

St. Martin Parish, 225.4 pounds
marijuana, 1vehicle, 2arrests- On
January 22, 2003, aL ouisianaState Trooper
conductedatrafficstoponal994 Jeep Chero-
kee, Georgiaregistrationeastbound on nter-

state 10, near Breaux Bridge, Louisiana. The
occupantsof thevehicle, thedriver and reg-
istered owner, documented asaknown drug
violator and the passenger, both residents of
LaGrange, Georgia, claimedtobereturningto
Georgiafrom Houston. A consensual search
of the vehicle disclosed 225.4 pounds of
marijuana, wrappedincellophane, packedin
five duffel bags in the hatchback area. The
subjects were arrested; the marijuana and
vehiclewereseized

East Baton RougeParish, 20pounds

marijuana, 1 vehicle, 1 arrest - On
January 27,2003, al ouisianaState Trooper
stopped arental vehicle eastbound on Inter-
state 12, near Baton Rouge, for atrafficvio-
lation. Thedriver of thevehicle, documented
as a known drug violator and resident of
Houston, Texas claimed to be traveling to
Mississippi from Houston. A narcotics de-
tector canine alerted on the vehicle and a
subsequent search disclosed 20 pounds of
marijuana, wrapped in cellophane and duct
tape, packed inside a clothing bag in the
trunk. The man was arrested; the marijuana
and vehiclewere seized.

Staff Sgt. L eoDavis, Co. C415thBN,
supportsL SPWest District Narcotics,
Sgt. AnnaBaca, HHD 165thQM POL
Bn, supports LSP North District
Narcotics, Staff Sgt. Robert
Bradstreet, 159th F\W, supportsEast
Baton RougeS/O
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M ember of Counter Drug Task Force awarded
National Guard Family of the Year.

For thethird timeinasmany years, a
family associated with the Louisiana Air
National Guard, 159" Civil Engineer
Squadron, has been named the National
Guard, Family of the'Y ear for the State of
Louisiana

Tech Sgt. John Fos, hiswife Wanda,
their children, Shane, 8, and Blaire, 7,
were nominated for their devotion and
dedication to the Family Readiness Pro-
gram and the L ouisiana National Guard.

Wanda Fos is instrumental in the
development of variousprogramsfor the
guard. She wasthe founder and editor of
“Family Matters’ the squadron newslet-
ter of five years. She has provided
support inamultitude of waystoinclude
initiation of an annual cook off, planning
family day andtraining days, send off and
homecoming functions, fund-raisersand
children activities. Recently they have
takenonamuchlargerroleingivingtothe
guard asthey volunteer to serve as Cadre
at the National Guard's Kids AT.

Tech. Sgt. John Fos has been an
active member of the La. Air National
Guard for 17 years and also serves a
dual assignmentinthe Guard’ sCounter
Drug Task Forcefor closeto ten years.
His commander, Mgj. Bill Aldridge,
described him as a team player who
providesexcellenttrainingtotheyounger
members of his section by accomplish-
ing dutiesintheareaof operating heavy
equipment. Thefruitsof histrainingand
teamwork paid huge dividends on a
recent deployment to the Silver Flag
training site where his section repaired
several bomb craters in less than four
hours. He also has the role of family
assistant officer, a position created for
Johninsupport of Wanda,sroleinfam-
ily readiness. Throughtheir exampleas
parents, they are raising service ori-
ented children aswell.

Tech. Sgt. Fos supports the
Terrebonne Narcotics Task Force

Slidell Police arrest 16 in drug sweep

Slidell Police say an undercover opera-
tionconducted primarily intheneighborhoods
of Sidell VillageNorthand LincolnPark netted
16 arrests eight on drug charges on January
24. The Police Chief ordered the operation
after anarcoticshotlinewasflooded withtips
regarding illegal drug sales in the neighbor-
hoods. Police confiscated drugs, cash and
weapons - including several AK-47s in the
roundup. TheSlidell Policejoinedforceswith
theSt. Tammany Parish Sheriff’ sOffice, Loui-
siana State Probation and Parole and the
Bogal usaPoliceDepartmentintheoperation.
Police say that law enforcement personnel
made numerous buys of illegal substances,
whichallowedthemtobuild casesagainst the

Staff Sgt. Lance Robeaux
andhiswife, welcomeanew baby
girl born one and one half hour
before midnight on New Year's
Eve. She weighed six pounds
twelveounces.

CONGRATULATIONS

suspects. Those arrested included sus-
pected drug dealers taken in the roundup
and otherswhoranintomakeshiftinsurance
checkpoints set up in conjunction with the
roundup. Sgt. 1st ClassTony | camina, HQ
199th Reg TNG BDE, supports Slidell PD,
Sgt 1st ClassPaul Tullier, Co B 415th M|
BN supports St. Tammany Parish S/O.Sgt.
1st ClassL averne Cook, Det 1, HSC 205
Engr Bn supports Washington Parish S/O

Don't Methwith Task Force
Agents with the Natchitoches Drug Task
Forcearrested aRobelinecoupleafter dis-
covering aclandestine methamphetamine
lab. Accordingtoatask forceofficial, these
arrests stemmed from atwo-month inves-
tigationintoillicit meth production by the
two. Thisled to the midday execution of a
search warrant at the couple's residence.
Agents discovered the lab in a storage
building besidetheresidence, and stated it
was the most hazardous lab they had ever
encountered. Sgt. Chad McNeal, Co. C
769th Engr Bn, supportsthe Natchitoches
Drug Task Force.

Guard M atters

God speed and
protection to all
deployed
members of the
CDTF and the
USMilitary

As Terrebonne Sheriff's
Office Narcotics Task Force
agents were conducting street
jumps in the area known as
Mechanicville, they observed a
male slouch down in athe pas-
senger side of a pick up truck.
Thealso observed severa other
malesinavehicle parkedinthe
street next to the driveway the
truck wasin. When these males
noticed the agents, they began
to make suspicious movements
causing the agents to stop and
investigate. Upondoing so, they
foundatotal of 77 gramsof crack
cocaine, onemarijuanacigar and
approximately $1,434, in cur-
rency. Three subjects were ar-
rested and charged accordingly.
Tech. Sgt. Fos, 159th FW, sup-
portsthe Terrebonne Narcotics
Task Force.

Secretary of Defense
Donald H. Rumsfeld
announced that the
president has nominated
Army National Guard
M aj.Gen. Steven Blum
for appointment to the
rank of Lieutenant
General withassignment
as the Chief of the
National Guard Bureaul.




