(% LOUISIANA
DRUG GUARD

The Counterdrug Task Force Newdletter of the Louisiana National Guard

October 2000

VOLUME IX

NUMBER 10

Makethe new fiscal year the best yet

by Maj. Pete Schneider
CounterdrugCoordinator

Asweenter the 12" fiscal year of
the Louisiana National Guard’'s
Counter Drug Task Force, together
we have built one of the strongest
programsinthecountry.

TheNational Guard Bureaulooks
upon usasanexamplefor other states
tryingtostrengthentheir own Counter
Drug program.

With thisknowledgewemust be
awareof theconsequencesthat comes
withthisresponsibility.

Even though we are supposed to
beinalow profileposition, weare,in
fact, high profile because of whowe

are. Wewear theuniformof thearmed
forcesbutin someinstancesexpected
toactascivilians.

Wemust beaware of our actions
at all times, onand off thejob. It takes
oneincident to scar areputation that
hastaken yearsto establish.

Asinany working environment,
thereareofficepolitics. Wemust re-
main neutral inthesepoliticsbecause,
inall reality; weareaseparateentity.
Y ouworkinanenvironmentwithlittle
or no supervision. | expect you to
conduct yourself professionally at all
times.

Y ou represent thethistask force
and the Louisiana National Guard.
Donot abusetheprivilegesyou have.

Thisjob isahighly sought after
positionwith theL ouisianaNational
Guardandeveryonemustrealizeitis
aprivilegenotaright.

[tisimperativethat yourelateany
requested information to your team
leader when it is due. | will not
tolerate late 525r'sfor no valid rea-
son. Headquartersrequireslittle, but
what we require is essential to our
operations.

Together, we lead the nation in
superb performance and dedication
to duty. Keep up the great job and
continue to represent the Louisiana
National Guard as the outstanding
professionalsweare.

Weélsawar dedtop honor of CrimePrevention Specialist of theYear

by Maj. Pete Schneider
CounterdrugCoordinator

Syndistar, Inc., anational company
basedin New Orleanshasel ected Capt.
John-Michael Wells astheir Drug and
CrimePrevention Specialist of theY ear.
This award is given each year to an
individual that has demonstrated great
effortsin drug and crime prevention.

Syndistar produces and sells edu-
cational literature, videosand other edu-
cational materialsinthe areasof crime
prevention, violence prevention, con-
flict resolution, fire safety, substance

abuse, character education and many
more areas.

Capt. Wellsbegan therelationship
with Syndistar during our High School
Drug Awareness program. He and
Syndistar teamed up to design, layout
and printtheHigh School Drug Aware-
ness workbooks at minimal costs.

Together they alsodesigned thenew
FY 2000 Red Ribbonsfor the L ouisiana
National Guard. Syndistar now uses
Louisiana designs on ribbons that are
soldnationally.

Capt. Wells has developed an out-

standing associationwiththislocal com-
pany. Through his continuing efforts,
heisbuildingrelationshipsthat are hav-
ing a direct impact in our efforts to
support our customers.

Capt. Wellsand hiswifewill attend
areceptiononNov. 3,2000. Theaward
also includes a room at the Windsor
Court the night of the reception.
Syndistar will have abio and picture of
him on their website:
www.syndistar.com Pleasejoinmein
congratulating Capt. Wells for this
award.



State Highlights

Sgt. 1st ClassChrisPrimeswas
presentedtheD'Heury Awardfor
his outstanding service and
contributions to the U.S. Army
Engineer Corps. Hereceivedthe
honor at the Engineer Regi mental
dinnerinAlexandriathis September.
Col. WaynePatterson, 225thGroup
commander, presentedtheaward
toPrimes. Theawardisuniquefor
it'sthefirst award Congressever
authorizedandcommissioned. One
of thefirst reci pientsof theaward
wasGenerd GeorgeWWashington.
The award is named after Capt.
DavidD'Heurywhos ngle-handedly
assaultedaBritishpositionduring
the Revolutionary War. Hewas
creditedwithstrikingtheBritish
colorsfromthefortandraisingthe
AmericanHag.

Newteam leader sassigned
Sgt 1st ClassChrisPrimesis

theTeam L eader fortheU.S.
Customs Serviceand Sgt. 1st
ClassJod Abrahamistheteam
leader for thePelicanarea.

: el
Tech Sgt. DarleneHill isawarded
aplague of appreciation fromthe
New Orleans PD for thetime she
hasworkedwiththemasamember
of theCounter Drug Task Force.
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Nodeny, DEFY isasummer successstory

By Captain John-Michael Wells
Counterdrug Task Force

OnAugust 7-11, 2000, theL ouisi-
anaNational Guardconducteditsthird
resdential DEFY summer campat Jack-
sonBarracksinNew Orleans, Louisi-
anafromAug. 7-11.

TheLouisianaNationa Guard's
DEFY programisajointeffortamong
theUSAttorney’ sOfficefor theEast-
ernDidtrictof Louisana, theL ouisana
National Guard Counterdrug Task
Force, andtheWashington Artillery,
the oldest and most decorated unitin
theL ouisianaNationa Guard.

OnMonday morning, 32boysand
girls, between agesnineand 12, said
good-byetotheir parentsand boarded
amilitary busforfivedaysof intensive
training, discipline, adventure, andlots
of learning.

Inadditiontothe DEFY curricu-
lum, theLouisianaNationd Guardcamp
participants learned many life skills
through extensiveexperiential educa-
tion.

AtthePelican State Starbaseclass-
room,aNationa Guardpilottaughtthe
childrenthebasi csof flight, compass
navigation, and how airplanesarecon-
trolled. Hethen led them through a
flightsmulator wherethechildrenwere
abletotakeoff and“fly” asngle-engine
aircraft over theNew Orleansskyline
andback toasafelanding.

With the assistance of Fatal Vi-
sion® goggles, thechildrena soexpe-
rienced how difficultitisto perform
simpletaskswhenthey areimpairedby
acohoal.

Their experienceat Starbasewas
further enhancedwheneachsquadhad
todesignasafety restraint systemfora
raw egg “passenger” riding a space
shuttleonacrashcourseagainstawall,
therewereminorinjuriesandonefatal-

ity, but most eggssurvivedtheordeal.
OnThursday, thechildrenandtheir
mentorsloadedthebusagainfor afull-
day trip to the Gillis Long Center in
Carville, Louisiana. There, the chal-
lenges of DEFY were raised a notch
whenthechildrenhadtoovercomethe
obstaclesof theNational Guard Ropes
ChalengeCourse. Althoughguidedby
trainedfacilitators, thechildrenhadto
rely ontheir owncommunications, team-
work, planning, andleadershipskillsto
complete the team obstacles. After
lunch, thegroup was off to overcome
individual fears and limitations by
rappellingfromathirty-foot tower un-

Cool funinthesummertime, agroup
of DEFY campers enjoy the fun of
swimming and team building. Photo
by Capt. John Michael Wells.

der thewatchful eyeof arappel master
andtheir squadleaders.

By thetimegraduationarrivedon
Friday, boththechildrenandthecamp
staff experienced bittersweet moments
of sayinggood-by tonew friendswhile
looking forward to the adventures to
comeinPhasell intheDEFY program.

Thismonthly newsletter is published by
theL ouisianaNational Guard Counterdrug
Task Force. Sendall submissionsto Tech.
Sgt. SuzanneChaillot at Shyobro@aol .com
orfax337-262-6647




4th Annual
Counterdrug Task Force
Minuteman Open

Golf Tour nament

November 10,2000 Hidden OaksGolf Cour se
Check-In 7:30-8:30am Shotgun Start 8:30am

Entry Fee: $45.00
|Nncludes Green Fees, Cart, Food,
Drinks, and Parade of Prizes
4-Man Scramble

For |nformation Contact MikeMiller: 278-8553
Hol e SponsorshipsAvailable: $50.00, Contact Mike
Pleaseenter early, payment reservesyour foursome.

Team Captain:

Team Members Phone Number Amnt. Enc.

Mail Entra/ before Nov. 4 to: 2812 BradburP/ Dr., Meraux, La
70075, or droponeoff atjackson Barracks, Building 35, Room 251



