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‘DATE RAPE” DRUG SOLD OVER THE INTERNET

More than 80 U.S. Cities Targeted by International Operation

Attorney General John Ashcroft joinedstances will cause unconsciousneskgrge quantities of GHB, GBL, and/or 1,4
DEA Director Asa Hutchinson to unveilseizures, severe respiratory depre8D ordered overtheinternetand delivered
an unprecedented takedown of Internesion, coma, and even death. by the mail. From these four investiga-
based drug-trafficking operations. Opera- “This takedown is a dose of harshions, agents developed leads that led to
tion Webslinger, a multi-jurisdictional in- reality for drug traffickers who seek tothe identification and arrest of individuals
vestigation, targeted the illegal internegxploit the vast markets and anonymacross the country involved in buying and
trafficking of “date rape” drugs such asty of cyberspace,” said Attorney Genselling these drugs. All totaled, agents
GHB and its derivatives, GBL and 1,4eral Ashcroft. “Our campuses, ourconducted enforcementoperationsinover
Butanediol (1,4 BD). neighborhoods, and our communitie80 U.S. cities with drug seizures that

The Drug Enforcement Administra-are safer places for young womewould have yielded more than 25 million
tion, together with the U.S. Postal Inspedoday because cyberspace just got malesage units.
tion Service, U.S. Customs Service, Intedangerous for drug traffickers.” FBI Director Robert S. Mueller, Il
nal Revenue Service, Federal Bureau of DEA Director Asa Hutchinson stated, “This investigation strikes a blow
Investigation, the Royal Canadiaradded, “With millions of people hav-to those who deal these drugs, which pose
Mounted Police, and the Ontario Policéngquick and easy accesstothe internet,danger to young people across the na-
Department, announced the arrest of 116e buying and selling of deadly drugsion. Like any illicit drug, a consequence
individuals in 84 cities across the Uniteéind chemicals from the web shoulaf use is death, and we will continue to
States and Canada. not, and will not, be as simple as pointwork together with our law enforcement

The Louisiana cities that were tar- and-click. E-traffickers can expect tgpartners to combat this problem.”
geted for package delivery included facethe same justicethe old-fashioned Operation Webslinger was coordi-
Lafayette, Alexandria, Baton Rouge, drug dealers face.” nated by the Drug Enforcement
and New Orleans. This two-year investigation beganAdministration’s joint law enforcement

GHB, GBL, and 1, 4 Butanediol (1,4as a result of increasing seizures gfrogram called the Special Operations
BD) are abused to produce euphoria, iftsBL and 1,4 BD. It represents lawDivision, which is comprised of agents
toxication, and hallucinogenic states, anenforcement’s most significant nationahnd analysts from the DEA, FBI, USCS,
for their alleged role as a muscle growtbperation targeting organizationstrafand IRS, as well as attorneys from the
hormone. They are also used as “dafieking in GHB, GBL, and 1,4 BD. Department of Justice’s Criminal Divi-
rape” drugs, acting as central nervou®peration Webslinger is also the mostion. Additionally, numerous state and
system depressants. Odorless and colaignificant enforcement effort targetdocal agencies across the United States
less, the drugs cause drowsiness, diziirg drug traffickers using the internefprovided invaluable service leading to the
ness, loss of consciousness, and losstofbuy and sell dangerous drugs ansliccessful outcome of this operation.
inhibition, as well as memory impair-chemicals. Tech Sgt. Suzanne Chaillot, 159th
ment—which can make the prosecutionof The investigations targeted indiFighter Wing supports USCS in
rape cases difficult when victims are giveriduals and organizations supplyind-afayette
these drugs. Higher doses of these sub-



Guard Matters

The Counter Drug Task

Force would like to wel-

come back Staff Sgt
Walter Castillo and con-

gratulate him on a job

well done. After being ac-
tivated for nearly a year

he has been returned to
us safe and sound. Thanks
Walter and to everyone

who has answered the call
since 9/11.

DEA Probe Links lllegal Drug
Profits to Terrorists Feder

authorities have amassed ei

dence for the first time that 8
illegal drug operation in th
U.S. was funneling proceeds
Middle East terrorist group
like Hezbollah. Evidence gatt
ered by the DEA since a seri
of raids in January indicate
that a methamphetamine dr
operation in the Midwest in
volving men of Middle Easter
descent has been shippi

money back to terrorist groups.

The men, most of whom we
indicted on drug charges we
smuggling large quantities ¢
the chemical pseudoephedri
from Canada into the Midwes|
and reselling it to Mexican-
based drug operations in th

-

Western United States that use
it to produce methamphett

—

amine.

Exercise your writes

Send stories and
information to Tech Sgt.
Suzanne Chaillot for
publication in the
Louisiana Drug Guard
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Task force busts drug ring

Agents say 4 New Orleans men, Californian arrested

They made it their business tstasy and crack cocaine, authorities
supply eastern New Orleans and ttsaid.
Gulf Coast with ecstasy, crack and Citing an ongoing investigation,
powdered cocaine, according to authorities declined to disclose how
federally financed drug task force. they discovered the organization and

For the past year, the Greatdnow much moneythe menwere mak-
New Orleans Organized Crime Taskg fromallegedly trafficking and deal-
Force gathered evidence asfive leadig drugs in the New Orleans area.
ers of what authorities say is a drug The task force that gathered evi-
ring allegedly transported large quardence against the alleged drug-traf-
tities of drugs among Santa Anaficking organization includes mem-
Calif.; Houston; New Orleans; andbers of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
the Mississippi and Florida gulftigation, the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s
coasts. Office, the New Orleans Police De-

The investigation yielded fourpartmentand Louisiana State Police.
federal warrants, one state warrarfithe task force is part of an initiative
and three search warrantsby the FBI to work in tandem with
Federal search warrants also nettedacal law enforcement organizations
car, one semi-automatic weapon, artd conduct investigations of orga-
an undisclosed amount of cash, etized crime involving drugs.

Judge sentences 2 for drug convictions

AMITE - Two Hammond men havestance within 1,000 feet of a school,
been sentenced to serve time in thgcording to a news release from the
Department of Corrections for dealoffice of District Attorney . Another
ing drugs within 1,000 feet of aman was sentenced to 15 years for
school, according to 21st Judiciadlistributing a controlled dangerous
District Court officials. One was or-substance within 1,000 feet of a
dered to serve 30 years for distribuischool. Two other men were sen-
ing acontrolled dangerous substancenced for distributing drugsStaff
He was arrested on May 2 anggt Ron Mays, 236th Combat Com-
charged with 10 counts of distributmunications Squadron supports
ing a controlled dangerous subHammond PD

"The war on drugs. It is perhaps not as intriguing as the war on
terrorism—Dbut as we know—drug trafficking and terrorism are two evils
that exist in the same jungle. They make a deadly combination like wind
and fire that threatens our societies. For that reason, we cannot abandon
nor weaken our resolve in this ongoing struggle.”

-Asa Hutchinson Director Drug Enforcement Administration



