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Fedsindict 17 member s of heroin networ k

NEW ORLEANS—Capping a six-
monthundercover investigation, Fed-
eral Law enforcement officials an-
nouncedtheindictmentsof 17 members
of andlegedextengveherointrafficking
network.
Whiletheinvestigationfocused
initially onillegal drugactivity inthe
St. Thomaspublichousing complex,
thedefendants, indicted onconspiracy
to distribute heroin charges, come
fromelsewhere, including Metairie,

Gentilly, Pigeon Town, Uptownand
New Orleanseast.

Thecase, which netted morethan
117 gramsof heroin, wasbasedlargely
onundercover operationsandinfil-
tration by the FBI and Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, and sweepsby
the6th District Police Narcoticsand
Task Forceofficers.

Officiasclamtherecentincrease
inmurdersinthecity hasbeenfueled
by drugtrafficking and drug gangs.

The 17 suspectswere described
by the U.S.Attorney, Eddie Jordan,
aspart of anextensiveherointraffick-
ing network.

1st Sgt. Wayne Herrin, Staff
Sgt. Melissa Vosburg, Tech Sgt.
Ana DeZarn, Staff Sgt. Kenny
Delagdo, Senior Master Sgt. John
Harris, Sgt. Patrick Roche, Staff
Sgt. Mike Upshaw, Spec. Json
Prieto and Senior Amn Craig
Juan support DEA/New Orleans

After-hoursclub raid netsdrugs and arrests

HAMMOND---Local police
found assorted drugs and
paraphernaliainanafter-hours
nightclubraid.

Theal cohol-freenightclub, thatis
frequented by teenagers, wasclosed
for an hour while police searched it
and its patrons. Two people were
arrested for drug possession.

Theundercover operation at the
nightclub wasin responseto public
complaints. Officials with the
Hammond PoliceDepartment wanted
to makethe public awarethat thisis
thekind of place parentsareletting
their childrengotoat night.

Whileofficialshad no searchwar-

rant, they wereableto searchtheclub
becauseitisapublicplace. Theoffic-
ersonly frisked patronsand did not
check pockets.

Policedidseizecloseto 2litersof
GHB, threetabletsof Ecstacy,asmall
envelopeof cocaineand closetoan
ounceof marijuana.

All werefound discardedinside
theclub, the GHB wasfoundinfour
water bottles. GHB isaclear liquid
andacentral nervoussystemdepres-
sant that has been linked to comas,
seizuresand death.

Police also found discarded in-
hal ersand decongestantsused to en-
hancethehighs of Ecstasy.

About ninepoliceofficersblocked
exitsand bathroom doorswhile po-
lice sent each patron outsidetheclub
to be searched one at atime.

Two 15-year-oldswerecited for
curfew violationandreleased tothe
custody of their parents.

Theclubisowned by afather and
son, onweekendsit staysopenuntil 6
a.m., and sellswater and soda, but no
alcohol. They saidtheclubhasadance
license and is not regulated by the
Alcohol Beverage Control Board.

Staff Sgt. Ron Mays supports
the Hammond Police Department



State Roundup

JENNINGS—Marijuanawas
discovered in the trunk of a
Chevy impal aafter anarcotics
detector caninealerted onthe
car. Thedriver, anativeof Penn-
sylvania, wason hisway back
tohisstatefrom Texaswhenhe
was pulled over on Interstate
10by aJefferson DavisParish
Sheriff’s Deputy for atraffic
violation. Thetotal amount of
marijuanadiscoveredinaduf-
fel bag was 37 pounds. Sgt.
Brad Lavergne supports
Jefferson Davis S/O

LAFAYETTE—More than
500 poundsof marijuanawere
discovered in the bed of a
pickuptruck hiddenunder pan-
els of sheetrock. The drugs
wereconceal edinburlap sacks
mixedwithcoffeegrounds. The
Texasdriver wason hisway to
Atlanta from Houston. He
claimed he was delivering a
load of sheetrock to Georgia
when the L ouisiana State Po-
licepulledhimover for atraffic
violation. Staff Sgt. LeoDavis
supports LSP West District
Narcotics

KENNER—Membersof the
Kenner NarcoticsDivisionex-
ecuted a search warrant that
resultedinthearrest of acouple
forintent to distribute 92 tabs
of MDMA, 14.5gramsof co-
caine, 11 gramsof marijuana,
21 tabsof alpraxolamandahit
of LSD. Sgt. Paul Hooper
supports Kenner PD
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Eradicationdownintheparishprofitable

LAFOURCHE---Magjor marijuana
cropswithastreet valueof morethan
$350,000 were confiscated after a
week-long eradicationmission using
multipleagencies.

Thecropswerelocated growing
inthe marches and wooded areas of
LafourcheParish.

The Louisiana National Guard
Counter Drug Task Force, Lafourche
Parish Drug Task Force, Louisiana
StatePolice, TerrebonneParish Nar-

cotics Unit and the Civil Air Patrol
combined forces to locate and de-
stroy 250 marijuanaplantsin 25 sepa-
rateplotsthroughout the parish.

The weeds ranged in size from
seedlingsto plantsthat wereover ten
feettall.

No arrests have been made but
theinvestigationiscontinuing.

Cpl. Sean Redd supports
LafourchePSO and Staff Sgt. John
Fos supports Terrebonne PSO

No license plate leads to drugs

ST. TAMMANY —A deputy onrou-
tine patrol discovered four ounces of
powder cocaineduringatrafficstop.

Shortly after 10 p.m., thedeputy
observed a1991 Maximatraveling
eastbound on1-12 near the Goodbee
exit.

Thecar hadnolicenseplatesothe
deputy initiated atraffic stop. Boththe
driver and passenger appeared ex-
tremely nervous, gaveconflicting sto-
riesabout their travel sand woul d not
make eye contact with each other.

The deputy requested and received
consent tosearchthevehicle.

Beneaththehood, tuckedtothe
side of the engine, wasagolf-style
shirt. When the deputy unwrapped
thefrock, hediscovered four ounces
of powder cocaineinfour plasticbags
andasmall scale.

The driver and passenger were
bothfrom Georgia They weretaken
into custody and booked.

Staff Sgt. Paul Tullier sup-
ports St. Tammany PSO

Pill pusher popped in parish

GONZALES—AgentswiththeAs-
cension Parish Sheriff's Office re-
ceived information from an anony-
moussourcethat ayoung manhad a
largequantity of valiumandwassell-
ingtoanyoneandeveryone.

The source al so advised the of -
ficerstowherethedrugswerehidden
inthetarget'scar.

An agent contacted the suspect
and madearrangementsto buy drugs
fromhim.

Duringthedrugtransaction, agents

identified themselvesand obtaineda
consenttosearchthevehiclefromthe
suspect.

Theofficerslocatedacrownroyal
bag that contained 700 tabsof valium
in the exact spot the informant told
themitwouldbe. Thepillswerepack-
agedin cellophane bags of one hun-
dred each. Also seized from the car
wasahandgun.

Thesuspect wassubsequently ar-
rested and thedrugsseized.

Sgt. 1st ClassMichael LaPlace
supports Ascension PSO



