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Ecstasy bigdrug inlocal club scene

NEW ORLEANS---Amid thedisco lightsand loud
music of some local nightclubs, one of the biggest
sellersfromthebarisn't alcohol, it'sbottlewater.

Andlest anyonetakethat asasign of cleanliving
onthepart of some patrons, law enforcement officials
said the high volume of water salesactually indicated
aproblem.

Ecstasy is the most popular drug sold at these
clubs, Jefferson Parish sheriff'sdeputiessaid after a
recent eight-month undercover operation. The am-
phetamine leaves its users desperately thirsty, and
willingto pay $2.50 for asmall bottle of water. Once,
an undercover officer saw peoplelining up to scoop
water from atoilet tank.

Asaresult of theinvestigation, the Sheriff'sOffice
issued arrest warrantsfor 85 peopl ethisweek. Sixty-one

suspectshad beentakeninto custody by late January.

Jefferson Parish deputiesinitially went undercover
looking for alocal sourceof GHB, apopular synthetic
drugthat sent 10 womentolocal hospital slast January
and threeteenagersto the emergency room last sum-
mer.

But instead of GHB, investigatorsfound the night
lifein Fat City to bethick with other drugs, particularly
ecstasy. In July, after athree-month investigation,
deputiesmade 50 drug-related arrest, including adisc
jockey fromonelocal bar.

After thosearrests, deputiesexpanded their inves-
tigationtoinclude West Jefferson.

Staff Sgts. Pat Bucher, Wendy Reed and Stacy

Vendetti support Jefferson Parish S/O

Printed in part from the Times-Picayune; New Orleans,
La.; Jan 22, 2000

Trafficstop leadsto history makingdrug saizure

NATCHITOCHES---Anoldsmobiletravelingat ahigh
rate of speedwaspulled over by aSheriff'sDeputy and
resultedinthelargest criminal patrol stopdrugseizurein
Natchitoches Parish history, but not until after ahigh
speed chase, afoot pursuit and afew housevisits.

Thespeedingdriver ledthedeputy onachasebefore
abandoningthevehicleandfleeingonfoot withtwoof his
fellow passengers. After atwo-hour search, withtheaide
of the State Poli ceand the Parish detenti on center bl ood-
hounds, thethreewerediscovered and arrested.

Deputiessearched the oldsmoblileand discovered
closeto 40 pounds of marijuana, electronic weighing
scalesand amobilephone.

The decision was made to carry through with the
delivery of themarijuanatotheintendedrecipients. This
ledtothearrest of threeadditional peopleandtheseizure
of cash and contraband.

Thedetectivesthenturnedtheir attentiontowardthe
supplier. A latenight triptoHoustonresultedinthearrest
of a hispanic male and the seizure of 79 pounds of
marijuanaand morethan $26,000in cash.

All the subjectsarrested locally were placed in the
Natchitoches Parish Detention Center. TheHouston Po-
lice Department Narcotic Task Forceagentshandled the
Houston arrest. Sgt. Chad McNeal supports the
Natchitoches Multi-Jurisdicitonal Drug Task Force



January. busy for
highway interdiction

January was a great month in traffic stop
seizuresfor thecriminal patrol unitsthat ride
the interstate systems of Louisiana.
AcadiaParish SO
Jan 10 - 1/2 pounds of marijuana, 2 arrests
Jan 13 - 4.4 pounds of cocaine, 1 arrest

Jan 29 - 11 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 29 -100 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 30 - 40 vialssteroids, 30 pills, 3arrests
Staff Sgt. Peter Leger

supports Acadia Parish SO

Jefferson Davis SO
Jan 4 - 45 pounds marijuana, 2 arrests
Jan.9- $36,000.00U.S. Currency
Jan 11 -155 pounds of marijuana, 3 arrests
Jan 30 -8 pounds of marijuana, 3 arrests
Sgt. Brad Lavergne

supports Jefferson Davis SO

L SPWest District- L afayette
Jan 8- $38,280.00U.S. currency
Jan 8- $55,600U.S. currency
Jan 9 - 2 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 13 - 94 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 18 - $6,849.00U.S. Currency, larrest
Jan 19 - 79 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 24 - 179 pounds of marijuana, 2 arrests
Jan 30 - 59 pounds of marijuana, 3 arrests
Staff Sgt. Leo Davis

supports LSP West District

LSPWest District- LakeCharles
Jan 17 - 53.6 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 19 - 6.9 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Sgt. Brian Lavergne

supports LSP West District

L SP South District- Baton Rouge
Jan 11 - 234 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 22 -74.2 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Staff Sgt. John Shelton

supports LSP South District

L SP South District-M andeville
Jan 8 - 34 pounds of marijuana, 1 arrest
Jan 28 - 80 pounds of marijuana, 4 arrests
Sgt. Shelby Joe Thomas

supports LSP South District

CONGRATULATIONS

Ethan Anthony L ouis
Capt. DallasJonesandLt.
DonnaChetta-Jonesarethe
proud parentsof a7 pound 10
0z. boy born Dec. 30th.
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Tricare Prime Remote

It is mandatory that everyone who qualifies for this program be
enrolled, if not call thetoll free number to obtain an application:
1-800-406-2832
1-800-444-5445

Staff Sgt. Kenna Wood is the Tricare Prime Remote POC for the
LouisianaNationa Guard. She can bereached at (504) 278-8351. She
can answer any questions you may have concerning this program.

Officer assstanceleadstodrugdiscovery

BOGALUSA--- Two young men
travellingwithafloor boardlittered
withbagged marijuanaranout of luck
asthey wereheading homefromthe
vicinity of BogalusaHigh Schooal.

They pulled their truck over
because they claimed it was over-
heating.

The boys were parked on the
shoulder of thestreet when apolice-
man returning to the station from a
call saw thetruck and stopped with
anoffer of help.

The boys told him they didn't

need any help; their truck had just
overheated. Whentheofficer glanced
through anopenwindow hesaw plas-
ticbagsfilledwithmarijuanalayingon
thefloor.

The two 17-year-olds were
chargedwith possessionof marijuana
withintent to distributeand posses-
sionof drug paraphernalia.

Theofficer confiscated between
aquarter and ahalf pound of mari-
juana. Sergeant 1st ClassLaverne
Cook supports the Washington
Parish Task Force

25 poundsof pot seized, 5 arrested

NEW ORLEANS---Policeputasig-
nificant dentinadrugringthat was
moving Mexican marijuana from
Houston to New Orleans and St.
Bernard Parish, arrestingfivepeople
and netting 25 poundsof theillegal
drug aswell asacache of gunsand
money.
Thebustwasalargeoneandwill
makemarijuanamoredifficulttoget
inthearea, aspokesmanfortheNew
OrleansPolice Department said.
The bust was part of an under-
cover operationthat alsoincludeof-
ficersfrom the St. Bernard parish

Sheriff'sofficeandthefederal Drug
Enforcement Administration.

Themid-level drugsupplier and
four traffickersarrested offered no
resistancewhenthey werepicked up
at an apartment in eastern New Or-
leans.

Thesupplier apparently received
deliveriesof marijuana from Texas
when hethen passedonfor useinthe
area. Master Sgt. Paul Schulz, Staff
Sgts. Mike Plaiscia and Darlene

Hill support the NOPD
Reprintedinpart fromthe TimesPica-
yune, New Orleans: Jan 6, 2000

ATTENTION

Therewill be no main taskforce meeting thisyear. Each
team will have separate meetings. Moreto follow...



