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Task force focus is on
families for congressional
support in Washington

story and photo by Tech Sgt. Suzanne Chaillot

WASHINGTON---Several mem-
bersof the L ouisianaNational Guard
Counterdrug Task Forcetraveled to
Capitol Hill in June as part of a
national counterdrug day.

They joined 17 other statesfor a
National Guard Counterdrug display
in the foyer of the House of
Representative's Rayburn House Of -
ficeBuilding next to the capitol build-
ing in Washington D.C.

While the majority of the states
participating choseto highlight their
drug demand reduction activities or
counterdrug accomplishments, L oui-
siana focused on families.

"We wanted to show congress
exactly who is directly affected
when the budget ax drops,” Maj.
Pete Schneider said from the marbled
halls of the Rayburn house.

So with the cooperation of the
people who make up the Louisiana
program, photographs of families
and friends were sent in and incor-
porated into a collage of faces that
make up the counterdrug family.

"This was a really good idea to
show the families who are directly
affected by the program,” said Col.

John Mosbey, director of the
National Guard Bureau's
Counterdrug Directorate, as
he complemented the differ-
ent approach for the display
to Schneider. "After all thisis
whoitisall about."

Alongwith morethan one
hundred different photo-
graphs, Louisiana music ac-
companied adigital video that
captured the mission of the
program. Mardi Gras beads
and pralines were giveaways
that had interested parties
coming back for more.

Representatives from
several of Louisiana's con-
gressional offices came by to visit
and view the display and La.'s 7th
District, U.S. Rep.Chris John, D-
Crowley personnally stopped by to
commend the hard work the Louisi-
ana National Guard is doing for the
state and country.

"Thisisagreat program utilizing
the Guardinthisway," said the Con-
gressman as he pocketed several
pralines to take back to his staffers.

"We have had a tremendous re-
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SHOWING SUPPORTFORLOUISIANAInD.C.are
Louisiana. Congressman ChrisJohn alongwith Saff
Sgt. Melissa Vosburg and Lt. Donna Jones.

sponsetoour display,” said Lt. Donna
Jones, operations officer for the
Louisiana National Guard
Counterdrug Task Force. "People
came by and just stared at all the
faces up there."

Let's hope these faces stick in
the minds of the congressional rep-
resentatives when the time comesto
vote for the future of the program.

Afterall, Mosbey saidit best when
hesaid, familiesarewhat itisall about.



July 2000

Man arrested in shopping sting

COVINGTON---A Hammond man
who cameto Covingtonto do abit of
shopping found himself insteadinthe
parishjail booked onavariety of nar-
coticscharges.

After an investigation by the St.
Tammany ParishNarcoticsTask Force,
theState PoliceandtheDrug Enforce-
ment Administration, agentswenttoa
local shopping center to meet aman
whowishedtobuy drugs.

Inexchangefor akilogramof co-
caine, thesuspect had allegedly made
arrangementsto pay $20,000. Unbe-
knownst to the suspect, the arrange-
mentswerebeing monitored and coor-
dinated by undercover operatives.

When he made his visit to St

Tammany Parish, hewasmetinstead by
membersof the Task Force, who had
nodrugstosell.

Hewasbookedwithconspiracy to
possesscocal ne, attempted possession
of cocaine and money laundering. A
search of hisvehicleyielded $21,238
cash, whichwill now be added to the
coffersof thosewhofight thenarcotics
trade.

Investigationsrevea edthesuspect
wasrel easedfromfederal prisononly
threemonthsago, andison probation
for possessionwithintenttodistribute
marijuana. Old habits apparently die
hard, and heisnow onholdinlieuof a
$150,000 bond.

Staff Sgt. Paul Tullier supports
St. Tammany SO

Known drug dealer s stopped from making ddlivery

JENNINGS---Two men from New
Orleanswere stopped by aJeff Davis
Parish Sheriff'sDeputy for atrafficvio-
lation.

A consensual search of thebrand
new Y ukon SUV revealed onepound
of cocainehiddenins dethepassenger's
sidedoor panel. Theoccupantsof the

vehicleboth hadprior drugconvictions
and claimed to be headed to New
OrleansfromHouston.
Theindividualswerearrestedand
thecocaineandvehiclesa zed.
Sgt. Brad L avergnesupportsJeff
Davis S/IO

Warrant bustsup yard party

WESTWEGO---Whileintheprocess
of servingasearchwarrant, twodetec-
tiveswiththeWestwego PoliceDept.
observedsevera peoplestandinginthe
frontyard of the residence.
Thesubjectswereordered tothe
ground dueto thehighrisk involved
withnarcoticssearchwarrants.
Officersthenencounteredthetar-
get of thewarrantwhowaswal kingout

of thefront door of thehouse.

After serving her withacopy of the
warrant, theofficer began asearch of
theresidence.

Prepackaged marijuana, scalesand
paraphernaliawerediscoveredandthe
suspect arrested.

Thesubjectsonthefrontlawnwere
released without harm. Sgt. John
Gardner support Westwego PD

Agency, WashingtonD.C.

"WithNationa Guard support, weknow wearenot out therea one.Wecould
notdoour jobswithoutyou," DonnieMarshall, chief totheDrug Enforcement

STATE BRIEFS

ABBEVILLE---Informationabout
narcotics being sold from an
Abbevilleresidenceresultedinthe
execution of a search warrant by
theVermilion Parish Sheriff'sof-
fice. After asearchof thesuspected
residence, agentswereabletoseize
closetothreepoundsof marijuana
andeight ouncesof highgradeco-
cainea ongwithnumerousitemsof
drugparapherndia.

Staff Sgt. Peggy Migues sup-
ports Vermilion Parish SO

CHALMETTE--- What beganas
ahdpful assstinaninvestigationby
theCriminal InvestigationBureau
turnedintotherecovery of Metha-
done and the arrest of a Slidell
womanby narcoticsagents.
Whilehe pingdetectivesinanunre-
lated investigation, the narcotics
agentsfound that the suspect ap-
parently hadinher possessonsome
32 doses of methadone with an
estimated street val ueof $800.
Staff Sgt. Al Shiro is assigned
to St. Bernard Parish SO

PRAIRIEVILLE---Afterexecuting
a search warrant on a local resi-
dence, asmall amount of marijuana
andnumerouswegponswereseized.
The suspect decided to cooperate
withtheagentsand madeadeal to
buy two poundsof marijuanafrom
anotherlocal individua. Thisledto
thesa zureof anadditiona 20pounds
of marijuana, atruck ,aboat, anda
Harley Davidsonmotorcycle. Sgt.
1st Class Michael LePlace sup-
ports Ascension Parish SO




