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$5million drugbust closesshop on local product

LAFAY ETTE---Police slammed the door on
an organization distributing morethan $5 million
worth of the club drug and date rape drug, GBL,
in May raiding two warehouses that contained
|aboratories.

Much of what was seized was being sold over
the Internet through various sites that advertised
the GBL under product names such as “ Swerve”
and“Rest-EZE,” arepresentativeof the L afayette
Metro Narcotics said.

Investigators started receiving information on
the drugsin January, but the efforts were delayed
because law enforcement had to wait for the
passage of state legislation that passed in April.

The investigation involved about 40 officers and
membersof the L ouisianaNational Guard Counter
Drug Task Force.

GBL is closely related to GHB, which has
gained popularity among young adults for the
feeling of euphoria it reputedly gives. And the
drug has been used to sedate victims in sexual
assault cases, according to local and national
reports.

Two suspectswereinitially arrested and more
arrests are expected to take place in the next few
months.

Spec. Jason Escoyne supports Lafayette
Metro Narcotics

Thou Shalt not Trespass, pot grower lear nsthehard way

DESOTO PARISH---When alocal landowner dis-
covered atrespasser on hisproperty, hecalled thelaw.
Thetrespasser told thelandowner hewasjust looking for
aplacetoturkey hunt.

What peaked theowner'scuriosity wasthefact that
theindividual did not haveagun but wasnot empty handed
either. Hecarried afertilizer bag and has somesstrange
looking seeds.

Heinstantly thought thismanwasafter morethan just
awildbird.

At the sametimethe Desoto Parish Sheriff'soffice
arrived onthescene, acar scemedtobedriving extremely
slow checking out thesituationgoing on.

The trespasser tried to wave down thedriver, who
took off inahurry. Thevehiclewasinstantly pursued and
stopped and upon investigation, several license plates
werediscoveredinthetruck plusatell-talemap contain-
ingseveral marking of thevicinity. Couldit possibly lead
theinvestigatorstothe suspected marijuanapatches?

Andindeeditdid. AgentsfromthelLa. State Police
along with the Desoto Parish Deputies searched the
property and discovered 192 marijuana plants. The
averageheight of theplantswerefour tofivefeettal. The
plantswerescatteredinalinefor closetoamile. Thetwo
suspectswerearrested for cultivation of marijuana.

Sgt. Anna Keifer supports LSP North District
Narcotics.
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Neighbor scomplaintslead agentstodrugs

CHALMETTE---Complaintsfromres-
dents throughout a neighborhood led
narcoticsagentswiththeSheriff'sOffice
Specia Investigation Division to a
Chamettehousewherethey arrested 11
suspects and recovered marijuana,
Methadone, VicodinandValiuminthe
process.

Thesheriff saysthat thosearrested
inconnectionwiththecaseincludesus-

pects from Las Vegas, Nevada,
Harvey, Violetand Poydras. Theother
sevensuspectsarefrom Chalmette.

Severa complaintsthat residence
over several monthsspurredactionby
narcotic agentsto obtainaconsent to
search theresidencewherethey dis-
coveredthedrugs.

Staff Sgt. Al Shiro supports St.
Bernard PSO

Litterbugtossesthegoods

SLIDELL---Whileworkinganinsur-
ancecheckpoint, membersof thenar-
coticsbureaunoticedthesmell of mari-
juanacoming fromastopped vehicle.

An officer noticed oneof thepas-
sengersthrow something ontothestreet

as he approached the vehicle. What
wasrecovered wasabag of MDMA
(Ecstasy). Theofficersrecovered 20
pillsand morethan onethousand dol -
lars on the suspect. Sgt. 1st Class
Tony | camina supports Slidell PD

Dealer busted, weapons,money, drugs seized

THIBODEUX---A drug dealer was
put out of businessby membersof the
Terrebonne Parish Narcotics Task
Force. After they executed asearch
warrant on hishouse, agentsrecov-
eredmorethan 60gramsof marijuana

and close to 3 grams of crack co-
caine. Threeweapons, documented
money, steroids and paraphernalia
werealsoseizedinthearrest. Tech
Sgt. John Fos supports
Terrebonne NTF

Nohightimesfor marijuanacultivator

COVINGTON---Narcotics agents,
acting on an anonymoustip about a
small scale marijuanafarm, went to
investigateand discoveredeight plants
atalocal residence. Inadditiontothe
plants, investigatorsrecoveredabong,

marijuana seeds, plastic bags, two
issues of HIGH TIMES magazine
and an aging copy of The Complete
Guideto Growing Marijuana. Staff
Sgt. Paul Tullier supports St.
Tammany PSO

A word of thanksto all who hel ped withtheproduction
of our congressiond display. Witheveryone'scooperation,
Louisianawill, once again, out shine all other states
involved. All original photographswill bereturnedlaterin
themonth. Thanksagainforeveryone'shelp.

Haveasafeand happy summer

This publication is made possible by the La. National Guard Counter Drug Task Force.

STATE BRIEFS

GRETNA---Threesuspectswere
arrested by theGretnaPoliceNar-
coticsdivisionfor possessionand
distributionof 1,388gramsof crack
cocaine. Thisafter several under-
cover buystook placebetweenan
undercover officer andthesuspects.
Staff Sgt. Daryl Grush supports
Gretna PD

BOGALUSA--Sgt. 1st Class
LaVerne Cook, Jr, has been as-
signed as a mentor within the
BoglausaSchool System. Healso
assistedwith Project Graduation
for the Senior Class of 2000,
Boga usaHighandVarnadoHigh.
Cook supportsWashington Par-
ish DTF

KENNER---Severa undercover
officerswiththeK enner Narcotics
Divisonarestedanindividud from
Floridawhenhetriedtosell them
party drugs. Thearrestresultedin
the seizure of 21 tabs of Ecstacy
and 8 hits of LSD. Sgt. Paul
Hooper supports Kenner PD

CROWLEY --AcadiaParish Sheriff
Deputies stopped a Ford pick-up
foratrafficviolationon|Interstate
10. The two Texas occupants
claimed to be traveling to New
OrleansfromLaredo. A consensual
search of thevehicledisclosed 34
poundsof cocainepackedinside12
vacuum-seal ed bagscoveredwith
oil. Thecocainewasfoundinaspare
timeontheundersideof thevehicle.
Staff Sgt. Peter Leger supports
Acadia Parish SO




