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Highway stop produces fruitful harvest

LAFAY ETTE—Homemakersaren’'t the only oneswho
keep asharp eyeout for moldy producethesedays.

State Troopers seized just over 1,600 pounds of
marijuanafrom an 18-wheeler after thequality of its
cargo—oranges—aroused the suspicion of the of-
ficer.

After finding discrepanciesinthebill of laden, the
trooper got written permissionto searchthetruck’s
cargo.

The 35 palletsof orangesappeared “ old and dete-
riorated,” said aspokesman for the State Police.

Upon closer inspection, the trooper discovered
bundlesof marijuanahidden under thefruit.

Thestreet value of themarijuanaisbetween $1,500
and $2,500 apound, meaning the cargo seized by the

trooperswould beval ued between $2.4 million and $4
million.

For aseizureof thissize, officialssaidthey typically
inventory and weigh the drugs, take samples of each
bundleandthen consult withthedistrict attorney. If the
SA consents, the police get a court order allowing
them destroy the majority of the seizure, which sayson
storage space.

The troopers believed the driver, of Mercedes,
Texas, wasunawarethat hewastransportingillegal
drugs.

Aninvestigationisunderway todiscover if any fruit
companieswereinvolvedinsimilar transport of mari-
juanainthe past.

Staff Sgt. Leo Davislll, supports LSP Narcotics

Wooden cr atesreveal morethan 600 poundsof marijuana

NEW ORLEANS---Inlate September ,avessel fromVera
Cruz Mexicoenrouteto Canada, wassel ected for alower
level physical verificationof themanifested quantity. Thisis
wherecontai nersaresel ectedfor 100 percent examination.

Of the contai nerssel ected, onewasmanifested to
contain plastic bottles. Upon stripping the container,
33wooden crateswerediscovered inthenose of the
container by USCS Inspectors and members of the
LouisianaNational Guard Counter Drug Task Force.

Further inspection of thewooden cratesreveal ed
packageswhich field tested positive for marijuana.

Insidethe 33 crateswere 274 packages of marijuana.
Each package weighed approximately onekilogram.

Thetotal amount of the marijuanawas 603 pounds
with astreet valueof $1.8 million.

Master Sgt. Clarence Wilson, Staff SgtsJerry
Young, Patrick Tyrrell, Sgts Emitt Brown,
Simmie Brown, Paul Dey, Cory Speakman,
John Carter, Jason Horne, and Spec. Greg
Kily support U.S. Customs Service River
I nvestigations Group



I nterviews with the people
who make up the Counter
DrugTaskForce

NS

Master Sgt. John M. Harrisis
anine-year veteranwiththe
CTF.HeisassignedtoDEA
New Orleansandisalsothe
computer guru for the
program. What'sthisabout
teaching kids to tumble in
your sparetime? | own and
operate a tumbling gym on
the Westbank and teach over
200 kids per week ranging
from 2 years to adult. How
did you get intothissport
in the first place?l was a

gymnast when | was a kid. |
coached my way through
college, and after | got
married to Kendall, she was
adanceteacher, itwaslogical
that we open a mutual
business that encompassed
both of our talents. | hear

your contact withthesekids
goes beyond the gym. | do
volunteer work for nearly
every boy scout and cub scout
troop that goes to the gym. |
have displays set up and |
will be running a flag
cremation (retiring the flag)
ceremony for a troop at the
young marines camp on the
Naval Air Station during the
airshow. | bet you'veseen a

lot of changes with a lot of
kids. By far the biggest
change we see in the kids is
their level of self esteem.
When you motivate someone
to do something that they
have never done before, it
gives them belief in
themselves that they didn’t
have before. They become
willing to try new things
because they believe in
themsel ves.
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Nurses distribute illegal meds

NEW ORLEANS—TheGretnaPo-
liceDepartment NarcoticsDivision,
alongwiththeDEA Diversion Unit,
arrested two registered nurses em-
ployed by theNew OrleansNarcotic
Treatment Center.

An undercover agent with the
GretnaPD madeseveral undercover

purchases. Thenurseswerearrested
withthepossessionanddistribution
of approximately 100 DU of Metha-
done. Thefour undercover purchases
totaled 163 DU of Methadonewitha
street valueestimated at $7,335.

Saff Sgt. Daryl Grush supports
Grenta PD

Falsel D leadstrooper to hidden cargo

LAKE CHARLES—After being
pulled over on Interstate 10 for a
trafficviolation, thedriver of alate
model car gave thetrooper aficti-
tiousdriver’slicense. Thisalerted
the officer that something was not
quiteright. A searchof thevehicle
disclosed 80 pounds of marijuana
insidethreeduffel bagsinthetrunk.

As it turned out, the female is a
convicted drug trafficker and resi-
dent of Westwego. Shetold officers
she was returning to New Orleans
from Lake Jackson Texas. Not this
timeshe snot.

Sgt. Brian Lavergne supports
LSP Narcoticsin Lake Charles

Warrant proves profitable with large seizure

MARRERO—Agentsof the TerrebonneNarcotic Task Forceassi sted agents
fromtheJeffersonParish Narcotic DivisonwithasearchwarrantinMarrero.
Morethan 74 poundsof marijuanaand $20,779inU.S. currency weresei zed
fromtheresidence. Saff Sgt John Fos supports Terrebonne Parish

Sheriffs Office

Gulf Coast HIDTA uncovers area meth labs

NEW ORLEANS--- The DEA-led
Major Investigations Team of theGulf
Coast HighIntensity Drug Trafficking
Areaaddstotheir scorecardidentify-
ingand confiscatingfour clandestine
methamphetaminelabsinthepasttwo
months.

ThelabinLaPlace, La. ledinves-
tigatorstoasecondlabin Covington,
La TheLaPlacelabwasfoundina
residential neighborhood whilethe
other inashed out back. Infact, one
of the houses was next door to a
sheriff’ srelative. Chemicalsanddrugs

weresei zed fromthesetwo cases, as
well asseveral arrestsmade.

Another lab, inaFrench Quarter
hotel, turned uponly chemicals. And
thefourth lab was discovered at an
undisclosedlocation. Inall over 12
arrestsweremadeinthefour cases.
Thesuspectswereall usersmaking
thedrugsfor saleand distribution.

The MIT is made up of agents
from DEA, FBI, IRS, LSP, New
OrleansPD and Jefferson Parish SO.

Saff Sgt. Kristi Moon supports
the GC HIDTA
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